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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS



LIST OF PERSONS, ORGANIZATIONS, AND PUBLIC AGENCIES THAT
COMMENTED ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR)

The Draft EIR was circulated for a 45-day review period, from June 1, 2012 until July 16, 2012.
At the request of the North Park Planning Committee, the public comment period was extended
until July 31, 2012. The following is a listing of the names and addresses of public agencies,
special interest groups/organizations, and individuals that commented during the public review

period.
LETTER
DESIGNATION NAME ADDRESS DATE
STATE AGENCIES
A State Clearinghouse 1400 10™ Street July 17, 2012
Sacramento, CA 95812
California Department | 4050 Taylor Street July 16, 2012
B of Transportation San Diego, CA 92110
(Caltrans)
LOCAL AGENCIES
San Diego Association | 401 B Street, Suite 800 July 16, 2012
C of Governments San Diego, CA 92101
(SANDAG)

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS/ORGANIZATIONS

D North Park Planning email July 31, 2012
Committee
E North Park Main Street | 3076 University Avenue July 31, 2012
San Diego, CA 92104
F Walk San Diego 740 13" Street, Suite 502 July 30, 2012
San Diego, CA 92101
INDIVIDUALS
G Jay Corrales email July 31, 2012
H Christopher Dye 3613 Granada Avenue July 22,2012
San Diego, CA 92104
[ George Franck email July 25, 2012
J Andy Hamilton email No date
K Marcella Hamlin 3727 Ray Street July 29, 2012
San Diego, CA 92104
L Chuck Katz email July 29, 2012
M Don Leichtling email July 31, 2012
N Roger Lewis email July 31, 2012
8] Anonymous email July 17, 2012
P Samantha Ollinger email July 19, 2012
Trenton Riley 2828 University Avenue July 23,2012
Q San Diego City Homes | San Diego, CA 92104
R Randy Van Vleck email July 31, 2012
S Diane Yee email July 21, 2012
T Dalour Younan 2035- 2045 University Avenue | June 24,2012

San Diego, CA 92104
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COMMENTS RESPONSES

D7 The proposed project is a standalone project with independent utility in
that it does not rely on the implementation of other projects, including
those specifically listed in your comment, to be fully operational. Some
of these listed local projects may be located within, or in close proximity
to the proposed project site. The City will coordinate internally with
applicable City departments regarding planned capital improvement
projects to integrate planned improvements, minimize disruptions, and
avoid unnecessary and/or duplicative physical impacts to infrastructure
within the community.
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M2

M3

M4

M5

COMMENTS
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From: Founder [NP-RID@cox.net]

Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 4:17 PM

To: DSD EAS

Cc: Lucky Morrison; Vicki Granowitz, Robert Barry; Dionne Carlson

Subject: University Avenue Mobility Plan Craft EIR, Project No. 115295 / SCH No. 2010031029

Attachments: My UAMP Scoping Comments.pdf, ATT00001.txt

Importance: High

Jeffrey Szymanski, Project Manager, UAMP

Please find attached (below) my comments from the UAMP Scoping Meeting. We were told in
2010, that by submitting those comments they would considered for the entire UAMP "Process”
which of course should include the EIR review process.

I will be basing my comments on that list, which was to serve as an outline for what needed
to be considered in order to make the UAMP a positive project for North Park.

1. "Prevent residential traffic encroachment”. The UAMP project as shown will funnel
traffic into the East and West residential streets as drivers seek to avoid University Ave
congestion unless the UAMP also includes signage and bollards preventing them from doing so.
During the University Ave repaving, there were big traffic delays on University Ave and as
predicted the traffic counts on North Park Way, Landis St. and even Upas Street became huge.
Where are the traffic calming elements for the residential areas North and South of
University Ave.?

2. “Provide for motorcycle/personal vehicle parking at every “end" of car parking slots”, in
order to add as much parking for motorcycles, electric bicycles and other forms of personal
transportation in the business district as possible in order to keep it out of the
residential neighborhood. All red zones should be reduced in order to allow at least
motorcycle or "personal” vehicle to park at the corner created by the red zone and the non
red zone.

3. "Add Bollards on Ray St at North Park Way to prevent North Park Way traffic from using
Ray St. (to go South) instead of 3@th St.” Time has shown that now, even Trucks are using
Ray St. to travel South, instead of using 3@th St. and the amount of traffic will only
increase unless Ray S5t. is made “Local Traffic Only" with bollards added, to prevent it from
happening.

4. "Get Cal-Trans to improve the I-80S entrance South" at North Park Way. This must be done
before the UAMP project modifies the current traffic flow on University Ave between 32nd St
and Boundary Ave. Note Boundary St. also serves as the queulng street for most of the
traffic trylng to take I-805 South. If the left turn pocket, to the South, at Bancroft Ave.
is removed on University Ave the traffic congestion will be horrific during rush hour. It
will also have a huge impact on the traffic trying to enter the parking garage for Fresh &
Easy which is located on Bancroft Ave. which was designed to allow traffic from both the East
and West off University Ave. This lack of planning will cause traffic grid lock during rush
hour and also impact the quality of life of all those living nearby because of the noise,
traffic and exhaust.

5. “Provide for future massive increases in electric bikes, motorcycles and mobility
chalrs®. The future points toward very small electric vehicles and or other as yet "un-
named"” forms of personal types of transportation since gasoline prices will prohibit people
using what will be thought of as "traditlonal" vehicles. This requires that the UAMP also

1

M1

M2

As discussed in Section 5.2.2 of the Draft EIR, the proposed project
would not generate any new traffic trips, but would redistribute and
divert some trips along University Avenue. The proposed median along
University Avenue would restrict left-turn movements at unsignalized
intersections, which would cause those movements to be redistributed
to adjacent signalized intersections. Additionally, due to the conversion
of the mixed-flow lanes to transit-only lanes, it is projected that some
of the through traffic along University Avenue would divert trips to
portions of parallel roadways, including El Cajon Boulevard (between
Park Boulevard and Boundary Street), Lincoln Avenue (between Texas
Street and Boundary Street), and North Park Way (between 30th Street
and Boundary Street). Refer to Figures 5.2-5 and 5.2-6 in the Draft
EIR. Section 5.2, Transportation/Circulation/Parking, of the Draft EIR
evaluates potential traffic impacts associated with these redistributed and
diverted trips and identifies feasible mitigation for project impacts along
these parallel roadways. Land uses along these parallel roadway segments
vary, but are not predominantly residential. El Cajon Boulevard, between
Park Boulevard and Boundary Street, and North Park Way, between 30th
Street and Boundary Street, are lined almost entirely with commercial
uses. The segment of Lincoln Avenue contains the most residential
uses of the three roadways, but the number of daily trips diverted to this
segment would only be 150, which would not cause increased congestion.
Traffic calming features are therefore, not necessary.

Thank you for your suggestion to maximize motorcycle, bicycle, and
other “personal” vehicle parking in the business district. While it is noted
that your comment reflects a desire to keep parking associated with the
businesses along University Avenue out of residential neighborhoods,
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M2
cont.

M3

M4

the surrounding residential neighborhoods are already utilized for
general parking in the area. Currently, there are 132 on-street parking
spaces along University Avenue within the project area, 2,262 on-street
parking spaces on roadways to the north of University Avenue, and 2,351
on-street spaces on roadways to the south of University Avenue. The
project would result in a reduction of 74 total spaces during Phase I,
the addition of 29 total spaces during subsequent phases (for a total net
reduction of 45 spaces). As discussed in Section 5.2, Transportation/
Circulation/Parking, parking capacity along neighborhood side streets is
underutilized, with a 19-percent vacancy rate during the highest demand
period (evening hours between 6:00 and 8:00) and a 39-percent vacancy
rate during the nighttime.

Installation of bollards on Ray Street at North Park Way is not proposed
as part of the project. The project would construct a median on University
Avenue at the University Avenue/Ray Street intersection, which would
prohibit left-turns onto Ray Street. This improvement would limit the
ability for westbound traffic to divert to Ray Street.

No improvements to the current geometrics of the [-805 southbound (SB)
ramp at North Park Way are proposed as part of the project, and the City
is not aware of any plans by Caltrans to improve this on-ramp. Traffic
mitigation for project impacts to the North Park Way/I-805 SB ramps/
Boundary Street intersection includes signalization of this intersection.
As identified in Tables 5.2-14, 5.2-15, 5.2-16 and 5.2-17 of the Draft
EIR, installing a traffic signal at this intersection would reduce delays to
below a level of significance.

Regarding the left-turn pocket at Bancroft Street, the project does propose
restriping of University Avenue that would eliminate the left-turn pocket
at Bancroft Street; however, the lefi-turn pocket at 32nd Street would
be retained. Motorists wishing to access the Fresh and Easy parking
garage on Bancroft Street from westbound University Avenue could turn
at Boundary Street or 32nd Street, which is only one block to the east
and west. Motorists could then turn onto North Park Way and then to
Bancroft Street. Bancroft Street would still be directly accessible by
eastbound motorists on University Avenue via a right-turn on Bancroft
Street. While the Draft EIR recognizes that the project would result in
significant impacts associated with traffic in the project area, including
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M4 the roadway segment of University Avenue between Bancroft Street
cont. and Boundary Street, the project is still needed to improve mobility
provide for these new forms of transportation in charging stations, parking structures and within the project area for pedestrians and transit users, and to reduce
use of the dedicated traffic lanes... The busses must be designed to share the roadway with bil 5§ 5 ithi h s E As di d in Draft
bicycles and all the other Personal types of transportation that will be traveling on automobile traffic trips within the project site. S daiscussed n Dra
University Ave. Electric bicycles and or mobility scooters can now travel much faster than EIR Sections 53, Air Quality, a_nd 57, Greenhouse G(JS Emissions, the
most human powered bicyclists. The numbers of these "new” personal transportation "vehicles" . . S 0 . B
will be orders of magnitude greater than we now have and they are not even listed in the proposed project would not result in significant impacts associated with
22?0:;]& I:g:d;:;?any plan” be approved when the future demands that everyone have equal access exhaust. Additional]y, as discussed il’l Draft EIR Section ]00’ E]fects
6. "Provide f idewalk level "Loading Platforms™ so all forms of mobility scooters can P R Signiﬁcant, - Signiﬁcant . impacts wouleresult
. rovide for sidewa eve ng . . .
board without buses "bowlng". If 20 times as many mobllity scooters want to ride the bus from lmplementatlon of the proposed pI'O_]eCI.
then the time for buses to transit the UAMP corridor will be unacceptable to most riders
since the bus will have to spend too much time “"bowing” at each bus stop UNLESS the bus stops
are designed to allow these folks to drive right onto the buses. Now is the time to make
sure that our buses and roadway are compatible with all those that use any types of mobility o = : :
scooters, not some time later when modifications will be far too expensive. M5 Whlle the Clty %CkHOWIedgeS that there may be fut}Jre mcreasres in the
use of electric bikes, motorcycles, and mobility chairs, the project does
7. "“Increase study of traffic flow East to West to include Landis St., to Upas St. in order - :
to prevent East-West Encroachment®. This has not been done to date, w;.th only the traffic on not propose or require Changes t‘O accommodate these types Of VethleS'
North Park Way and Lincoln Ave mapped. The East-West flow will make the neighborhoods North Motorcycles would share the mixed-flow traffic lanes with cars, as they
and south of University Ave. unbearable unless traffic flows are restricted during peak . . . 1 for bi 1 el
periods if not at all times. Traffic noise, pollution, trash and parking congestion are all do in other areas of the Clty. The project allows for 1cycles, including
forms of residential blight that must be mitigated BEFORE any changes are made to the traffic 8 = 3 H H n f California’s
on University Ave. This was brought up in 2020 and it still has not be adequately addressed. elecj[rlc/motorlzed b1cycles meet“_lg the requireme ts of C . B
Vehicle Code, to share the transit-only lanes. Based on California
8. "Prevent adding dlagonal or additional regular parking in our neighborhoods". Our . : . H : g
residential neilghborhoods are not designed to become parking lots for the business districtl Vehicle Code Section 467> a pedestrlan 1S a person who is afoot or using
It would completely change the quality of life of all residents nearby the business district (1) a means of conveyance propelled by human power other than a
if the ambiance of our existing residential neighbors are not protected. Runoff from the . . . 4. .ye . o1
additional traffic will only add to our on street pollution, as North park does not sewers on b1c>_/c1e or (2) an. electrlc assistive mOblllt}’ device. E_Sc.acause.moblllty
every corner. chairs would fall into the second category, users of mobility chairs would
9. "Provide a (Residential) Parking District with parking stickers at NO CHARGE to all be considered pedestrians, and would be utilizing pedestrian-related
residential areas nearby University Ave. and rush hour parking prevention"™ This is required 13t i 1 1 H i alks and CI‘OSSW&H(S. Based
to prevent all the residential neighborhoods from becoming 24/7 parking lots for the business facilities in the PI‘O_]eC.t Slicd, lI:lClUdll'lg sidew N
district. If the Business district wants to grow and have more customers then they need to on the above discussion, dedicated traffic lanes would not be required
provide facilities for their patrons to use that are not dependent upon using the residential H : 1 :
streets. If the business district does not want to provide parking for their own patron, why fOI‘ _electrlc'blkes, mptorcycles, and.moblhty.cha}rs. MOtOI‘C}’C.l'CS COl.‘]ld
should residents have to do it for them? Parking meters and a residential parking district ut]l]ze Vehlc]e park]ng spaces, Wh]le e]ectl‘lc blkeS COU,ld ut1hze blke
will protect residential neighborhoods from Parking Blight. It is unfair that the UAMP will : 10 BH 0
“enable" the local business to add additional Blight upon the neighborhoods that are within racks for need_e(_l paFklng' Presumab!% a Perso_n Utlhz_lng‘a mOblhty Chalr
walking distance or University Ave. would also utilize it for transportation at their destination and parking
In addition, to the scoping comments, I also like to add the following: for mObihty chairs -VV.OUId not be necessary. FLlITh?I‘IIlOI'e, prOP.OSEd
pedestrian and transit improvements would comply with the Americans
10. I would like to request that an acoustic study be completed in the residential areas R . P
North and South of University Ave. before any UAMP changes are made in order to compare the with Disabilities Act to ensure equal access.
before and after levels caused by the project. If the areas around airports are monitored
then the areas around entertainment zones should also be monitored for any noise pollution
5 ts in the busi district. . e . B S .
i e M6  Asdescribed in Draft EIR Section 3.0, Project Description, improvements
11. The airflow (wind) nz.)r‘mally from West to East is being obstructed by allowing taller at the transit StOpS include raised sidewalks, where it is feasible to
buildings. Since the residential districts are being affected by this change in height, a N . : : : d id 1k
building height restriction should be enacted so that the residential areas are not penalized 1mplement, for at—grade boardmg. The 1ncorp0rat10n of raised sidewalks
while favoring additional Density in the Business District. for at-grade boarding would provide improved access for mobility
scooters and transit riders accessing the bus on foot.
Fi
——— — — —— =_
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M7

M8

The traffic study area for the proposed project was determined based
on the proposed improvements along University Avenue between Park
Boulevard and Interstate 805. Roadway segments and key intersections
were also identified along the segments that were immediately parallel
to University Avenue (Lincoln Avenue and North Park Way) and along
El Cajon Boulevard because as discussed in response to comment M1,
traffic trips would be diverted to segments of these roadways upon
implementation of the project. It is not anticipated that traffic trips
would be diverted to Landis Street and Upas Street and therefore, the
traffic analysis did not evaluate segments or intersections along these
two roadways.

As discussed in response to your comment M4, air quality and greenhouse
gases (pollution) and noise impacts associated with the project were
determined to be less than significant. Parking impacts associated with
the project are evaluated in Section 5.2.3 of the Draft EIR. As discussed
in Section 5.2.3 of the Draft EIR, the loss of 45 parking spaces over the
lifetime of the project is not considered significant due to the provision
of additional side street parking spaces and availability of parking at the
nearby North Park Public Parking Garage and on currently underutilized
neighborhood side streets. Regarding trash, as discussed in Section 10.10
of the Draft EIR, the project would not generate substantial amounts
of trash. Transit patrons utilizing the bus stops would generate some
trash, but trash receptacles would be provided at the new and relocated
transit stops, just as there are at the existing bus stops. Maintenance and
collection of waste at the bus stops would be provided by the San Diego
Metropolitan Transit System (MTS). Because impacts resulting from
the proposed project associated with traffic noise, pollution, trash, and
parking were determined in the Draft EIR to be less than significant, no
mitigation is required.

On-street angled parking is proposed for Ohio, Illinois, and Towa streets
between Lincoln Avenue and University Avenue during Phase 1 (with a
total of 15 new angled spaces). For subsequent phases, a total of 42 new
on-street angled parking would be added to Alabama, Louisiana, Arizona,
and Oregon streets between Lincoln Avenue and University Avenue. In
total, the project would add 57 on-street angled parking across seven city
blocks. Ohio, Illinois, and lowa streets already contain on-street angled
parking, so the addition of 15 new spaces across these three blocks would
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M8
cont.

M9

not change the character, quality of life, or ambiance for residences along
the affected blocks. Alabama Street also contains existing on-street
angled parking. While on-street angled parking on Louisiana, Arizona,
and Oregon streets would be a new parking configuration along these
streets that currently include on-street parallel parking, the conversion
of parallel to angled parking would be compatible with the surrounding
neighborhood because (1) other angled parking occurs on nearby streets
located between Lincoln Avenue and University Avenue, and (2) the
width of these streets is consistent with the other surrounding streets
that include angled parking (i.e., the pavement width is wider than other
streets). Thus, even the addition of on-street angled parking for the three
blocks that do not currently contain angled parking would not change the
character, quality of life, or ambiance for residences along the affected
blocks. Because the proposed additional angled parking would replace
parking that would be removed elsewhere in the project area, it would not
increase the overall runoff volume within the project area.

While it is noted that your comment reflects a desire to keep parking
associated with the businesses along University Avenue out of residential
neighborhoods, the surrounding residential neighborhoods are already
utilized for general parking in the area. As discussed in Section 5.2.3
of the Draft EIR, parking capacity along neighborhood side streets is
underutilized, with a 19-percent vacancy rate during the highest demand
period (evening hours between 6:00 and 8:00) and a 39-percent vacancy
rate during the nighttime. Based on the vacancy rates observed on
neighborhood side streets, there is no need for a residential parking
district for residential areas near University Avenue. Additionally, it
should be noted that the North Park Public Parking Garage provides 388
parking spaces for visitors/patrons of the University Avenue corridor.
Although the project would result in a total net reduction of 45 on-street
parking spaces within the project site, loss of 45 parking spaces over the
lifetime of the project is not considered significant due to the provision
of additional side street parking spaces and availability of parking at the
nearby North Park Public Parking Garage and on currently underutilized
neighborhood side streets. The proposed project, therefore, would
not cause or contribute to residential blight due to increased parking
congestion.
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N

12. The solar access of all residential properties needs to be maintained as it would be
unacceptable for any new business to be constructed if their height blocked the sunshine of
any other non business properties.

13. The North-South ally's that are still unpaved need to be paved as part of the uaMP
project since they are violation of current storm water pollution standards because they are
now used as "streets" by all sizes of vehicles and even trucks; in fact they enable soil to
be washed out when 1t rains and also are responsible for the dusty air quality in the entire
residential area.

14. All red sidewalks need te replace with reinforced concrete that is not red in color but
an exposed aggregate instead, in order to reduce waintenance cost throughout the UAMP
project.

15. All busses need the technalogy to pass through traffic signals in order to speed thelr
transition of the UAMP district. If MTS will not pay to install the required signalization
technology into their most modern buses, then the number of bus stops needs to be reduced in
the UAMP, to reduce the time to transit the UAMP, otherwise people will not ride public
transportation.

16. All crosswalks should be "multi-directional," as this would reduce the total time
required for pedestrians and also help prevent jay walking which could have a huge influence
on the traffic throughout the UAMP project.

Thank You for the ability to add additional comment until tomorrow at 5:30 p.m.
Don Leichtling
NP-RID

MI10 Please refer to response to comment K1 regarding noise levels within
the project area. [t should be noted that the project consists of surface
transportation improvements and does not propose any components
related to businesses or events within the project site. Noise generated
by existing businesses or events within the business district is an existing
condition and the project would not contribute to, or increase noise
generated by these existing sources. Preparation of an acoustic study or
noise monitoring is not required for the proposed project.

M11 The proposed project consists of surface transportation improvements
and does not include any components related to the construction of
buildings, nor does it propose any changes to building height restrictions.
M12 Please refer to response to comment M11 regarding building height
restrictions.

M13 Proposed improvements of the project are focused along University
Avenue and corresponding side streets, as described in detail in Section
3.0, Project Description, of the Draft EIR. No improvements to alleys
would occur in the project area, as they are not designed for, or intended to
accommodate, overall mobility for pedestrians or transit in the project area.

M14 The proposed project does notinclude replacing existing sidewalks, except
at street corners where curb extensions are proposed. Materials used for the

proposed curb extensions would be consistent with the adjoining sidewalks.

M15 MTS is the public agency responsible for transit operations within
the project area and decides on the types and technologies of their
buses. The City therefore has no authority to require MTS to install
transit signal priority (TSP) technology on buses operating within the
project site. It should be noted that TSP technology not only involves
specialized equipment on the buses, but also requires installation of
receivers on traffic signal arms and replacement of signal controllers in
controller cabinets. Implementing TSP also requires modifications to
the signal phasing and timing. Therefore, installation of TSP technology
is not proposed as part of the project. Nonetheless, one of the project
objectives is to improve mobility within the project site for pedestrians
and transit users. As discussed in Section 5.2.4 of the Draft EIR, the
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M15 project would increase the efficiency of transit use in the project area

cont. by constructing transit-only lanes and consolidating transit stops. These
proposed improvements would result in reduced travel times for buses
through the project corridor. Refer to Tables 5.2-19 and 5.2-20 in the
Draft EIR.

M16 With respect to “multi-directional” crosswalks, please refer to response
to comment J6.

1
’I
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